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 The Technical Faculty at Lund University in Lund, 
Sweden provides excellent resources for studying diverse 
aspects of sustainability and design. The school of Architecture 
and Built Environment has a well established reputation for 
developing humanistic values in modern design by promoting 
livability, inclusiveness and social sustainability.
	 As	 part	 of	 our	 increasing	 global	 influence,	 the	
master’s programme design projects and theoretical courses 
are conducted in close collaboration with a network of world 
renowned faculties, entrepreneurs and well established public 
institutions. Such names include Berkley University, Peking 
University, Snøhetta, Turenscape, Gehl Architects, City Planning 
offices	 from	 Malmö,	 Lund,	 Oslo,	 Beijing	 and	Ax:son	 Johnson	
Institute for Sustainable Urban Design.
 The advantage that Lund University has is being located 
in the dynamic Öresund region, a global leader in combining 
urban economic growth and environmental awareness. We 
educate urban designers who have the expertise to initiate and 
actively participate in the processes that make a difference in the 
on-going creation of sustainable and attractive cities.

Peter Siöström

Director and Founder
Sustainable Urban Design Programme

School of Architecture
Lund University, Sweden
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Lund University

Lund University unites long-
standing traditions with a 
modern, dynamic and highly 
international profile.

 With eight faculties, world renowned 
research centres and specialized institutes, Lund 
University is the largest provider of research and 
higher education in Sweden. Founded in 1666, 
is the oldest university in Northern Europe, today 
supporting 38,000 undergraduate and 2,300 
postgraduate students.
 Lund is located in southern Sweden, part of 
Danish-Swedish Öresund Region, one of Europe’s 
most dynamic areas. In Lund, “abroad” is close by – 
a 40 minutes trip to Copenhagen over the Öresund 
Bridge,	while	Malmö,	the	third	largest	city	in	Sweden	
is only 15 minutes away by train.
 Well known for its dynamic student life, 
Lund prides itself with traditional student societies, 
organizing activities to suit every taste. The 
dominance of the student population and the variety 
of student associations and organizations give Lund 
its particular character enriching its cultural character 
by every creative mind.
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School of Architecture and Built Environment

The master’s degree 
programme at SUDes aims 
to educate highly skilled and 
creative professionals capable 
of making the world’s growing 
cities into healthy, attractive 
and sustainable places.

 The two year, studio based programme 
gives students the tools to manifest their social, 
economic and environmental intentions into rel-
evant design projects. Part of an advanced level 
master’s programme, students learn how to con-
ceptualize	 their	 findings	 into	 group	workshops	 and	
also	be	responsible	of	their	own	design	workflow.	It	
is important for students to engage in new and rel-
evant ideas, encouraging an open discussion about 
their work with teaching staff and peers. Drawing 
on best practices and advanced research in urban 
form, quality and sustainability, students design new 
neighborhoods for decaying urban districts as well 
as improved structures for regional landscapes.
 SUDes improves the work quality by intro-
ducing the students to world recognized practices 
and places through its international workshops, in-
teractive lectures, seminars and annual conference. 
Our	 collaboration	with	 international	 universities,	 lo-
cal Swedish municipalities and leading architecture 
firms,	create	an	open	and	creative	school	of	thought.
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Practice and Curriculum

SUDes studio is based on 
finding innovative sustainable 
design sollutions for today’s 
global cities.

 The master’s programme is divided into 
four	semesters,	each	with	a	specific	design	question	
and scope. During the two years, students are 
conceptualizing urban interventions on different 
scales, working with strategies and detailed spatial 
solutions.
 Each semester changes in scale and 
complexity – starting from the neighborhood scale 
through	to	the	regional	and	the	global,	finalizing	into	
an individual thesis project.
 Through their studio work, students are 
supported by regular tutorials, guest lectures, site 
visits and access to a global network of professionals. 
Subject courses are initiated by guest lectures 
from well established practices in architecture, 
landscape architecture and urban design. Bridging 
interdisciplinary practices we offer our students 
the means to distil the latest information available 
through a global network of scientists making 
possible the birth of relevant urban design projects.

AUTUMN SEMESTER  |   LOCAL

SPRING SEMESTER  |   REGIONAL

AUTUMN SEMESTER  |   GLOBAL

SPRING SEMESTER  |   THESIS

Design Studio  |  ASBN02  |  15 hec 
Sustainable Urban Recycling

Design Studio  |  ASBN16  |  15 hec
Sustainable Urban Landscape

Design Studio  |  ASBN31  |  15 hec
Sustainable Urban Dynamics

Theory Seminar  |  ASBN06  |  7.5 hec
Urban Recycling:Theory and Methods

Theory Seminar  |  ASBN11  |  7.5 hec 
Urban Landscape: Theory and Methods

Theory Seminar  |  ASBN41  |  7.5 hec 
Urban Dynamics:Theory and Methods

Subject Course  |  ASBN 45  |  7.5 hec 
Urban Quality and Urban Form1

2

3

4

Subject Course
ASBN26  |  7.5 hec 
Landscape 
Architecture and 
Gardens

Subject Course
ABAN15  |  7.5 hec 
Climate Smart 
Urban Design

or

Subject Course  |  ASBN 36  |  7.5 hec 
Urban Process

Independent Master’s Thesis 
Degree Project
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Semester	One		|		Urban	Recycling

	 In	the	first	semester	the	set	of	courses	serves	
as an introduction to the concepts of urban structure 
and the possibilities for reuse of urban forms.  Part of 
the	field	work,	students	have	visited	Amsterdam,	The	
Netherlands, Freiburg, Germany, Basel and Zurich, 
Switzerland. The studio project looks at the scale 
of the neighbourhood, and challenges students to 
adapt a post-industrial site of a Swedish city.

Urban Quality and Urban Form   
 The aim of this course is to develop the 
ability to understand, analyse and evaluate artistic 
aspects and means of expression related to urban 
design. 

Sustainable Urban Recycling
Theory and Methods
 The course sets out to develop knowledge 
about the theoretical premises for recycling and 
adaptation in urban contexts. 

Sustainable Urban Recycling
Design Studio
 This course develops the students skills 
in designing strategic visions for sustainable built 
environments in a local perspective with reference to 
current international trends relating to processes of 
urban transformation. 

AUTUMN SEMESTER  |   LOCAL

SPRING SEMESTER  |   REGIONAL

AUTUMN SEMESTER  |   GLOBAL

SPRING SEMESTER  |   THESIS

1.
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Semester	Two		|		Urban	Landscape

 In the second semester the focus is the 
Urban Landscape.  In this semester students are 
challenged with regional urban planning, and to 
consider the broad landscape ecology of the site.  
The studio project looks at regional landscapes in 
Sweden, Norway and Denmark, and methods for 
incorporating	cultural	and	natural	significances	of	the	
landscape into the city.

Landscape Architecture and Gardens 
 The aim of the course is to develop 
knowledge about the importance of the landscape, 
the urban green structure and the garden for healthy 
and attractive living environments.

Sustainable Urban Landscape
Theory and Methods
 The course sets out to develop knowledge 
of the theoretical premises for sustainable design in 
rural contexts as well as in transition zones. 

Sustainable Urban Landscape
Design Studio
 The aim of this course is to deepen the 
understanding of landscape components as a 
point of departure for design. The course helps the 
student become familiar with planning strategies for 
sustainable environments in a regional perspective.

2.
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Semester	Three		|		Urban	Dynamics

 The third semester deals with Urban 
Dynamics.  The challenge is to gain an understanding 
of global processes and the results for urbanization.  
The	field	workshop	is	to	China.		This	challenging	final	
studio results in proposals for urban development 
considering environmental, social, and economic 
factors.

Urban Process
 This course is set up to enhance orientation 
regarding current trends in the theory and practice of 
urban planning.

Sustainable Urban Dynamics
Theory and Methods
 The aim of the course is to deepen 
knowledge about the implementation of projects 
fostering sustainable urban development and to 
enhance	the	student’s	ability	to	reflect	critically	about	
processes of urban change.

Sustainable Urban Dynamics
Design Studio
 The course sets out to develop skills in 
analysing a selected urban area that is subjected 
to the pressure of change in a global perspective.  
Strategies are proposed for a large scale area in 
addition to producing an advanced, detailed design 
proposal.

3.
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Semester	Four		|		Master’s	Degree:	Design	Thesis

 
SUDes design thesis projects 
have studied advanced topics 
in sustainable urban design 
around the world.

 The individual master’s degree design 
thesis is viewed as a bridge into professional 
practice. Students create their own strategies and 
put all the knowledge from previous semesters into 
a comprehensive design project in a country of their 
choice.
 In their work students are offered additional 
help form visiting professors, offering additional input 
and perspective. Students are encouraged to work in 
the studio atmosphere during the thesis term, having 
access to a global database of information regarding 
environmental, social, design and economic topics.
 Degree project presentations consist of 
an oral presentation, printed product and book 
publication, promoting all projects through our 
professional network.

4.

Thesis Degree Project:
Re-Urbia: Refining	the	

suburban qualities by 
revealing	the	specifics.

Sybille de Cussy, France



    School of Architecture    13



14    Sustainable Urban Design

International Field Works and Workshops

 
A field work each semester is 
a vital part of education and 
broadens the student’s view of 
urban design.

 Field works and workshops are an important 
factor in the design process. By visiting a place the 
student is given the opportunity to straighten his 
relation with the urban dynamics, through analysis, 
visits	to	architecture	firms	and	workshops	organized	
with participating universities.

The Netherlands / Germany
 Sustainable Urban Recycling travels to a 
historical European city.  Amsterdam and Freiburg 
are both examples of cities where the historical city 
centre also shows modern adaptations.

Scotland / Norway
 Sustainable Urban Landscape includes 
a	 trip	 tour	 to	 Edinburgh	 and	 Oslo	 regions	 where	
communities are dependant on the landscape.

China / Hong Kong
 Sustainable Urban Dynamics travels to an 
international destination to study the global impacts 
and realities of urbanization.
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2013 Malmo Vernissage
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Exhibition

 
SUDes program recognizes 
the importance of encouraging 
urban design education in the 
community of professionals.

 The program strives to exhibit material from 
each studio in the municipality with which it was 
produced, and within the faculty of architecture.
 Creating partnerships with art and design 
galleries, and with municipalities, the students 
from the SUDes programme are engaged with the 
public and design community. Work produced  for 
the studio projects is used to present imaginative 
examples of sustainable urban design to the public. 
Exhibitions are often accompanied by public events 
and openings. Such events have been made at 
municipality	exhibitions	in	Malmö,	Lund,	Helsingborg	
and	Landskrona,	Form	and	Design	Centre	in	Malmö	
and Virserum Art Museum.
 The work from the Sustainable Urban 
Dynamics studio was presented at the Shanghai 
World Expo.  The exhibition was part of Architecture 
week and was set up in the Swedish Pavilion in 
partnership with GSLA Peking University and the 
City	of	Malmö.

2013 Malmo Vernissage
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Annual SUDes Conference

 
The annual international 
conferece is hosted by SUDes 
on topics cencerning different 
aspects of sustainable urban 
design.

 The  SUDes annual conference brings 
together international planning and design 
professionals and academics from Sweden, 
Denmark, China, the Netherlands, Norway and the 
US. The overall objective is to provide a forum for 
the exchange of ideas and knowledge on issues 
concerning sustainable urban design and to 
showcase successful built examples from around 
the world. 
 Past conferences have consisted of a lecture 
series followed by a twenty-four-hour workshop.  Last 
conference over four hundred students participate, 
from four different universities, along with over 
twenty professional practitioners. 
 The result of the workshop is a series of 
proposals, which address the design challenge, or 
theme of the conference.  The proposals show a high 
level of discussion and ingenuity, and give students 
experience in working in interdisciplinary teams, and 
with an intense time schedule.
Recent conferences have focused on international 
trends	in	urban	design,	inviting	high-profile	guests	to	
lecture and take part in a panel discussion with a 
base in student inquiries. 2014 SUDes Annual Conference
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2014 SUDes Annual Conference
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Collaborations

 
SUDes collaborates with 
universities, galleries and 
municipalities, contributing to 
the field of urban design.

Berkeley University
 The partnership with Berkeley University is an 
important tool for SUDes students to be linked with one 
of the most prestigious universities in sustainable urban 
design. Current exchange programme involves visiting 
professors and guest lectures.

Peking University
 SUDes studio collaborates with students and 
faculty of GSLA during their workshop to China. This 
partnership is important for encouraging discussion about 
the complexity of urban design. It also allow students to 
straighten their professional carrier with issues related to 
cultural sensitiveness in planning strategies.

City of Malmö
 Malmö	 is	known	 for	 their	efforts	 in	sustainable	
planning,	 being	 named	 one	 of	 the	 six	 finalists	 for	 the	
European Green Capital. SUDes programme collaborates 
with	 Malmö	 through	 the	 creation	 partner	 exhibitions,	
exclusive study trips and lectures from the staff of Urban 
Design department.
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Visiting Professors

 Professor Fraker is recognized as a pioneer in passive solar, 
day lighting and sustainable design research and teaching. He has 
pursued a career bridging architecture and urban design education and 
teaches design studio at Berkeley University. In 2014 was awarded 
by AIA/ACSA with Topaz Medallion for Excellence in Architectural 
Education.

	 Jenny	B.	Osuldsen	 is	 educated	as	 Landscape	
architect in Norway (MLArch 1991) and in the USA. 
She has been working in Snøhetta since 1995 where is 
one of six partners. Landscape and architecture have 
developed at Snøhetta into a single idea creating a new 
and emerging spirit for architectural practices, worldwide.

Harrison Fraker
Professor of Architecture and Urban Design, 
College of Environmental Design
University of California Berkeley
2014 AIA/ACSA Topaz Medallion Recipient

Jenny B. Osuldsen
Partner, Senior Landscape 
Architect
Snøhetta, Norway

Donlyn Lyndon
Eva Li Professor Emeritus of 
Architecture
College of Environmental 
Design, Berkeley University

 Professor Lyndon’s work as an architect, author 
and educator concerned with the design of places has 
been widely recognized. His architectural practice has 
included the Sea Ranch CA, with Moore Lyndon Turnbull 
Whitaker, which received the 25 year Award from the AIA.

 
Axel and Margaret Ax:son 
Johnson Foundation and 
SUDes supports each year 
visiting professors from 
Berkeley University.
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Guest Lecturers
 

Each year the SUDes studio 
invites professional and teacher 
guests to enrich the course 
experience.

Eelco Hooftman
Co-founder of Gross.Max
Landscape Architects, Edinburgh, Scotland

Eva de Klerk
Founder and Leader MDSM, Amsterdan, Holland

Klas Tham
Prof. Emeritus, School of Architecture, LTH
Senior Advisor, Gehl Architects, Denmark

Camilla Hedegaard Möller
PhD Candidate, School of Architecture,
Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, Denmark

Han Xi-Li
Landscape Architect, Turenscape
Visiting Scholar, Peking University, China

Markus Krauss
Climate engineer, Transsolar, Germany

Kristian Skovbakke Villadsen
Gehl Architects, Denmark

Kongjian Yu
Turenscape, China
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Peter Siöström  
Programme Director of SUDes
Chairman of SUDes Urban Lab

Martin Arfalk
Architect MSA, Course Leader
Founder and Partner 
MandaWorks, Stockholm

Per Björkeroth
Architect MSA, Course Leader
Fonder and Partner of Zoom 
Architects, Lund

Louise Lövenstierne
Architect MSA, Course Leader
Board member of SUDes 
Urban Lab

Catharina Sternudd  
Associate Senior Lecturer  
PhD research “Children’s 
perspective of urban space”

Henrik Johannesson
Architect MSA, Course Leader
Founder and Partner HJ 
Architects, Malmo

Andreas Olsson
Programme Assistant / Course 
Leader
Partner of SUDes Urban Lab

Nick Bigelow
Urban Designer, Teaching 
Assistant
Partner at MandaWorks, 
Stockholm

Edda Ivarsdottir
Urban Designer, Teaching 
Assistant
SUDes Alumni

SUDes	Profiles
 
SUDes programme has 
experienced professionals 
within architecture, urban 
design and landscape 
architecture.

 Members of the faculty are actively involved 
in the design community both at the university and 
through their own practice.
 Utilizing research and work, the studio 
staff contributes with their broad knowlegde and 
experience, making the base for teaching in SUDes.  
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Diversity and Alumni

 
Internationalization is one of 
Lund University’s strategies to 
achieve the vision of standing 
among the very best European 
universities.

 Lund University welcomes over three 
thousand international master’s and exchange 
students to Sweden every year.
 The International Master’s Degree 
programme in Sustainable Urban Design at Lund 
University prides itself in having a high diversity 
within	the	student	community.	Our	studio	encourages	
students to present examples of urbanism, 
architecture and culture from their home countries.
 After completing their studies, international 
alumni remain connected through the SUDes 
Alumni group. Meeting together in Lund a few 
times a year, or connecting online, alumni celebrate 
accomplishments and share opportunities.
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Young Ill Kim
South	Korea,	Architect	
at White Architects, 
Uppsala

“ Thanks to the company 
of students with different 
backgrounds and 
design philosophies. 
Ideas can be developed 
further when we work 
cooperatively. ”

Constantin Milea
Romania, Urban 
Designer at Aecom, 
Kuala	Lumpur

“ I found another side of 
urban design education 
in SUDes. Looking at 
how we can use diferent 
tools to manage rapid 
urbanization processes 
and allow for human 
scale.”

Lund University

Berkeley University

Peking University

Edinburgh Workshop

Wuwei Workshop

Shanghai Workshop

Amsterdam Workshop

Danny Bridson
Canada, Urban 
Designer at Manda 
Works, Stockholm

“ My main interest 
in SUDes is 
decentralization of 
elements. Breaking 
down the elements 
and allow interaction 
between pofessionals 
and community.”

Sybille de Cussy
France, Landscape 
Architect at 
Wraight+Asscociates, 
Auckland

“ SUDes is addressing 
worldwide issues by 
specific answers, 
looking at the people’s 
perspective. Also 
provides a good learning 
environment. “

Manon Otto
Belgium, Urban Designer 
at BIG, New York

“ SUDes opened my 
eyes to the fascinating 
complexity of urban 
ecosystems and their 
need for transdisciplinary 
professionals able to 
guide their evolution by 
re-thinking performance, 
meaning and scale. “
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Contact

 
We look forward to hearing 
from you.

 For information on applications, detailed 
course descriptions, or questions regarding 
collaborations and partnerships, please visit the 
website or contact us.

Sustainable Urban Design Programme 
School of Architecture 
Lund University
Sölvegatan	24,	Lund,	Sweden

E:	sudes@master.lth.se
P:	+46	46		222	88	92

www.stadsbyggnad.lth.se/english

The SUDes programme encourages international 
students to apply. The courses are also open for 
Erasmus and exchange students.  Please contact 
the International Coordinator.
 
Lykke	Jacobson 
International Master Coordinators
Faculty of Engineering, LTH

E:	lykke.jacobson@kansli.lth.se
P:	+46	46	222	97	46

Lund by night
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Lund by night
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